Ihe Coming of the Friars

not only were not friars or monks, but who forfeited
their claims to his bounty if they entered any of the
regular Orders. And that his object was achieved
the names of Waker Burley, the Doctor Perspicuus,
Thomas Bradwardine, the profound doctor, and
perhaps John Wycliffe stand forth to prove.

As an institution for the promotion of academical
education under a collegiate discipline but secular
guidance, the foundation of Merton College was the
expression of a conception entirely new in England.
It deserves special consideration, for it became the
model of all other collegiate foundations, and deter-
mined the future constitution of both the English
Universities.

Walter de Merton was born at Merton in Surrey.
He studied at Oxford and won such high honour
with the King that he was made Chancellor of the
kingdom. Ranged on the side opposite to that of
Simon de Montford, he was enabled perhaps by the
very success of his opponent and the leisure that so
came to him, to perfect the scheme which he had
early begun to develop. At first he set aside his
estates of Maiden, Farleigh and Chessington to support
eight of his young kinsmen in study at the University.

But in 1263 he made over his manor-house and
estate of Maiden to a "house of Scholars of Merton,"
with the object of supporting twenty students prefer-
ably at Oxford. The first statutes were granted
in the following year. The scholars in whom the
property of this house was vested were not allowed to
reside within its walls for more than one week in the
year, at the annual audit. The house was to be
occupied by a Warden and certain brethren or
Stewards. It was their business to administer the
estate and pay their allowances to the scholars. The
scholars themselves were all originally nephews of the
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